
Dear Parents, 
 
You will undoubtedly recall that on December 3, we announced the closing of rooms 13, 14 and 
15 of CET for removal of some interior wall sheetrock and cove base molding as recommended 
by air quality testing company EMSNY. These rooms are modular classrooms that were 
permanently connected to the main structure of CET. 
 
Our expectation was that this relatively minor work would be completed and the students and 
staff would be returned to the classrooms this month; however, since the work began we have 
realized this expectation is not realistic.  At this time, we do not know when or if students and 
staff will be returned to these classrooms during this school year.   
 
Here’s why: Remediation professionals removed the aforementioned interior wall materials but 
halted their work after determining that the exterior walls of the classrooms required further 
engineering investigation.  At this time, our contractors believe repairs to the exterior walls 
should be considered in order to minimize the potential for condensation forming between the 
exterior and interior walls. (Condensation – or any type of moisture infiltration – inside a wall is 
to be avoided to prevent any potential impacts to air quality). 
 
As the schedule for this work has not yet been determined (but may last for more than a few 
weeks), and a budget has not yet been developed by contractors (but may be beyond the range 
of available funds in the school budget), we feel it is only fair to alert parents and staff of the 
possibility that the classrooms may not reopen until September.  
 
Obviously, we hope that it will not take this long, but we do believe that students and staff are 
comfortably ensconced in their current temporary classrooms and that there is no urgency to 
return them until all work is completed to our satisfaction. 
 
We noted in our December 3 alert that as per the testing company, “no compromise to air 
quality has been found and no evidence of abnormal airborne fungal levels have been 
detected.” Before students and staff are returned to the classrooms, further testing will be 
performed to ensure that there is no compromise to air quality 
 
It is also important to know that the formation of the district’s Health and Safety Committee is 
now under way. Parents will receive (under separate cover) information about the nature of 
the Committee, its purpose, and how district staff and parents will be appointed to the group.  
If you are interested in joining the Committee, please make sure you submit the required 
information for your candidacy by January 25 to District Clerk Kimberlee Johnson to be 
considered by the PTA unit that is running the selection process for each individual school. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kelly Maloney 
 
 


